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 04/05/2020  
 

➢ COVID-19, locusts and floods: East Africa's triple dilemma

 
COVID-19, desert 
locusts or torrential 
rains and floods — 
where should East 
Africa focus its 

attention among this “triple threat”? 

As the rains coincide with planting season 
across the region amid various coronavirus 
restrictions, this question — albeit, 
somewhat rhetorical — is on a lot of 
people's minds. 

 

Source : globalvoices.org (Link to the article) 
 

➢ From Plastic Waste to Jobs, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water

 
Two young 
scientists and 
entrepreneurs in 
West Africa show 
how ambition and 

determination - and a little support - can 

transform plastic waste into jobs, education 
and hope for thousands of people. As their 
business grows, they aim to slow climate 
change, help protect oceans and build a 
more peaceful, prosperous Nigeria. 

 

Source : allafrica.com (Link to the article) 
  

https://globalvoices.org/2020/05/04/covid-19-locusts-and-floods-east-africas-triple-dilemma/
https://allafrica.com/view/group/main/main/id/00073073.html
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 05/05/2020  
 

➢ What can the climate change community learn from the Covid-19 crisis?

 
The Covid-19 crisis 
has put a spotlight 
on the global health 

science 
community. Rapid 

requests for scientific evidence about the 

virus have spread and health scientists 
have become more publicly prominent. 
Advisory councils have been set up (such 
as in France and South Africa) and 
renowned scientists have directly advised 
governments (such as in the UK and 
Kenya).

 

Source : climatechangenews.com (Link to the article) 
 

➢ Climate change: More than 3bn could live in extreme heat by 2070

 
More than three 
billion people will be 
living in places with 
"near un-liveable" 
temperatures by 

2070, according to a new study. 

Unless greenhouse gas emissions fall, 
large numbers of people will experience 
average temperatures hotter than 29C. 
 
This is considered outside the climate 
"niche" in which humans have thrived for 
the past 6,000 years.

 

Source : bbc.com (Link to the article) 
 

➢ DRC: Heavy flooding ravage the east

 
Several provinces 
in eastern 

Democratic 
Republic of the 
Congo were 

submerged after heavy rains. The floods 
killed more than 50 people and caused the 
evacuation of thousands of displaced 
people as well as extensive health 
damage.

 

Source : afrik21.africa (Link to the article) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.climatechangenews.com/2020/05/05/can-climate-change-community-learn-covid-19-crisis/
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-52543589
https://www.afrik21.africa/en/drc-heavy-flooding-ravage-the-east/
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➢ Food insecurity in West Africa could leave 43 million at risk as coronavirus hits

 
Well over 40 
million people 
across West Africa 
face desperate 
food shortages in 

coming months, with COVID-19 
restrictions a new factor adding to people’s 
vulnerability, the World Food Programme 
(WFP) said on Tuesday. 

Appealing for continued support from the 
international community for the agency’s 
global aid effort, WFP spokesperson 
Elisabeth Byrs, warned that the new 
coronavirus risked exposing populations 
that had fled armed conflict and endured 
climate change emergencies.

 

Source : news.un.org (Link to the article) 
 

➢ Locusts & Covid-19: Africa Braces For A Double Blow

 
With imposed flight 
restrictions across 
borders to help 
contain the spread 
of the Covid-19 

pandemic, countries in the East and Horn 
of Africa are finding it hard to respond to a 

double shock as a second wave of desert 
locusts loom. 
Juliana Nkirote, 49, a smallholder farmer in 
Ntangilia, Kenya, watched helplessly last 
February as an army of locusts landed in 
her two-acre farm, devouring her source of 
livelihood. Now she’s bracing for their 
return.

 

Source : greenqueen.com.hk (Link to the article) 
  

https://www.afrik21.africa/en/drc-heavy-flooding-ravage-the-east/
https://www.greenqueen.com.hk/locusts-covid19-africa-braces-for-a-double-blow/
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 06/05/2020  
 

➢ CRAFT co-invests over Sh8 billion to boost East Africa’s food production

 
Ugandan private 
sector agribusiness 
companies and 
service providers will 
benefit from grants 

totaling Sh8.4 billion offered by the Climate 
Resilient Agribusiness for Tomorrow 
(CRAFT) project for East Africa. 

CRAFT has co-invested EUR 2,061,445 in 
grants to 14 private sector companies 
working in the sunflower, soybean, 
sesame, common beans and sorghum 
value chains in Kenya, Tanzania and 
Uganda.. 

 

Source : independent.co.ug (Link to the article) 
 

 

 

  

https://www.independent.co.ug/craft-co-invests-over-sh8-billion-to-boost-east-africas-food-production/
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➢ Choices in a fog of uncertainty: lessons for coronavirus from climate change

 
Governments around the world, driven by 
the threat of overburdened health systems 
and mass mortality resulting from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, are being forced to 
make decisions that have enormous, long-

lasting consequences for lives and 
economies. They are doing so without 
sufficient assurance that the choices they 
make are the best ones.  

 

Source : theconversation.com (Link to the article) 
 

➢ Coronavirus - Africa: COVID-19 impacts observing system

 
The World Meteorological Organization 
(WMO) is concerned about the increasing 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the 
quantity and quality of weather 
observations and forecasts, as well as 
atmospheric and climate monitoring. 
 
Meteorological measurements taken from 
aircraft have plummeted by an average 75-

80% compared to normal, but with very 
large regional variations; in the southern 
hemisphere, the loss is closer to 90%. 
Surface-based weather observations are in 
decline, especially in Africa and parts of 
Central and South America where many 
stations are manual rather than automatic.  

 

Source : africanews.com (Link to the article) 
 

➢ Food insecurity in West Africa could leave 43 million at risk as coronavirus hits

 
Well over 40 million people across West 
Africa face desperate food shortages in 
coming months, with COVID-19 
restrictions a new factor adding to people’s 
vulnerability, the World Food Programme 
(WFP) said on Tuesday. 
 

Appealing for continued support from the 
international community for the agency’s 
global aid effort, WFP spokesperson 
Elisabeth Byrs, warned that the new 
coronavirus risked exposing populations 
that had fled armed conflict and endured 
climate change emergencies.  

 

Source : moderndiplomacy.eu (Link to the article) 
 
 
  

https://theconversation.com/choices-in-a-fog-of-uncertainty-lessons-for-coronavirus-from-climate-change-137669
https://www.africanews.com/2020/05/07/coronavirus-africa-covid-19-impacts-observing-system/
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2020/05/07/food-insecurity-in-west-africa-could-leave-43-million-at-risk-as-coronavirus-hits/
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 08/05/2020  
 

➢ Global forest loss slowing, but not in Africa: study

 
Global forest loss 
has slowed over the 
past five years, UN 
researchers said on 
Thursday, but 

progress has been uneven, with population 
growth driving a rise in deforestation in 
Africa. 

Over the past decade, forest loss halved in 
South America, long a hotspot, according 
to the Global Forest Resources 
Assessment 2020, while parts of Europe 
and Asia saw a rise in forest cover as more 
trees were planted.  

 

Source : dawn.com (Link to the article) 
 

➢ Experts attribute deforestation, climate change to heavy rains in East Africa

East African countries of Kenya, Tanzania, 
Uganda among others are badly hit by 
flooding leading to the destruction of 
homes, infrastructure and lives. 
 
As the result of the intensive and prolonged 
rainfall there is the rise in water levels of 
major water bodies and flooding in several 
areas of these countries, a replica of 1961 

to 1964 and also 1996 to 1998 in Uganda 
and 1997 (Elnino Rains) in Kenya, where 
intense rainfall that resulted in the rise in 
the levels of rivers and Lakes below which 
no developments and settlements should 
be made. 
 
 

 

Source : africasciencenews.org (Link to the article) 
 

➢ AFRICA: Trees for the Future will train 8,000 farmers in soil management

Over the next four 
years, more than 
8,000 farmers in sub-
Saharan African 

countries will be trained in the recently 
launched "Forest Gardens" programme by 

Trees for the Future, an organisation that 
helps communities around the world plant 
trees through seed distribution. The goal: 
to sustainably revitalize their land. 
 
 

 

Source : afrik21.africa (Link to the article) 
 

  

https://www.africanews.com/2020/05/07/coronavirus-africa-covid-19-impacts-observing-system/
http://africasciencenews.org/experts-attribute-deforestation-climate-change-to-heavy-rains-in-east-africa/
https://www.afrik21.africa/en/africa-trees-for-the-future-will-train-8000-farmers-in-soil-management/
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 09/05/2020  
 

➢ Need For Cyclone Idai Survivors To Adopt Smart Climate Farming

AS Zimbabwe 
recovers from Cyclone 
Idai which ravaged 
Manicaland and 

neighbouring 
countries over a year ago, affected 
communities should adopt smart 
agriculture as a road to rebuilding affected 

ecosystems, a top environmentalist has 
suggested. 
Some victims are still living in makeshift 
tents and surviving on food aid while some 
families have been allocated pieces of land 
to embark on agriculture to sustain 
themselves. 
 

 

Source : newzimbabwe.com (Link to the article) 
 

 

 

  

https://www.newzimbabwe.com/need-for-cyclone-idai-survivors-to-adopt-smart-climate-farming/
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 10/05/2020  
 

➢ Exploitation changes leopard behaviour with long-term genetic costs

➢ 
Throughout their 
range leopards are in 
rapid decline, having 
disappeared from 
North Africa, much of 

the Middle East and Asia. Declines have 

been so severe that the species is now 
considered vulnerable to extinction. No 
comprehensive estimates of the number of 
leopards remaining in the wild exist. 
 
 

 

Source : theconversation.com (Link to the article) 
 

 

https://theconversation.com/exploitation-changes-leopard-behaviour-with-long-term-genetic-costs-136650

