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 Power-cut plans drag SA's factory sentiment to decade low
Public Enterprises Minister
Pravin Gordhan, speaking
at News24's Frontline
post-Budget
panel
discussion reminded the audience that there
is 10 years of damage to repair at SOEs.
"That doesn't happen overnight. It's a long
hard process." Sentiment in South

Africa’s manufacturing industry fell to the
lowest level in more than a decade in
February as the prospect of continued power
cuts and concern about the global economy
weighed on confidence. That makes the
recovery of an economy that the government
estimates expanded at the slowest pace in
10 years in 2019 even more challenging.

Source : https://www.fin24.com/ - 02/03/2020
(Lien article)

 Global warming: severe consequences for Africa
New report projects greater
temperature
increases.
Record global greenhouse
gas emissions are putting the world on a
path toward unacceptable warming, with
serious implications for development

prospects in Africa. “Limiting warming to 1.5°
C is possible within the laws of chemistry and
physics, but doing so would require
unprecedented changes,” said Jim Skea,
cochair of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) Working Group III.

Source : https://www.un.org/ - 02/03/2020
(Lien article)

 Warmer months ahead for many parts of the planet: UN weather agency
Many parts of the world
can expect above average
temperatures in the coming
months even without the presence of an El
Niño event to drive warming, the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) said on

Monday. The UN agency published its latest
update on El Niño/Southern Oscillation
(ENSO), a naturally occurring phenomenon
in the equatorial Pacific linked to heavy rains,
floods, drought and other hazards.

Source : https://news.un.org/ - 02/03/2020
(Lien article)
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 Africa Climate Week 2020
Africa Climate Week 2020
will convene under the
theme, ‘Partnering for Transformation
towards a Low-carbon Climate-resilient and
Prosperous Africa: Managing Risks, Seizing
Opportunities’. The event aims to mobilize

and enhance partnerships and collaborative
approaches, including to respond to the
urgent need to understand the risks and
impacts of climate change and integrate this
knowledge in planning at all levels and in all
sectors.

Source : https://sdg.iisd.org/ - 02/03/2020
(Lien article)

 We must not jeopardize Africa’s future in the name of fighting Climate Change
Organizations ranging from
the World Bank to the
European Investment Bank
(EIB) have dropped support
for
African
fossil
fuel
production.
JOHANNESBURG, South Africa, March 2,
2020 : Pressure is building to phase out
fossil fuels in Africa to fight climate change.

Organizations ranging from the World Bank
to the European Investment Bank (EIB) have
dropped support for African fossil fuel
production in hopes of encouraging a
transition from oil, gas and coal to
sustainable energy sources like wind and
solar
power.

Source : https://www.maravipost.com/ - 02/03/2020
(Lien article)

 Climate Investment Funds (CIF) Committee & Sub-Committee Meetings
The Climate Investment
Funds (CIF) trust fund
committees
and
subcommittees meet regularly to make
consensus-based decisions that ensure CIF

funding flows, activities progress, and
learning is shared. The next meeting is
scheduled to take place in Nairobi, Kenya in
March
23-27,
2020.

Source : https://www.climate-diplomacy.org/ - 02/03/2020
(Lien article)
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 Africa Climate Week 2020
The Regional Climate
Week - Africa Climate
Week (ACW) will take
place in Kampala, Uganda from the 20th 24th April 2020. Africa Climate Week is an
opportunity to move forward on crucial
climate action work at a national and regional

level,
taking
regional
priorities
into
consideration. The central objective of Africa
Climate Week is to share ways for
governments to implement the Paris
Agreement in Africa, making use of all the
planning tools and support available under
the
Paris
Agreement.

Source : https://www.climate-chance.org/ - 02/03/2020
(Lien article)

 Medupi's killer fumes: The story of a power station's missing air scrubbers
Eskom's
mega-power
station
Medupi
is
suffocating South Africa in
more ways than one: It is
not just a financial black
hole; it is also a health and environmental
catastrophe. And the installation of crucial

technology to make it less poisonous has
once again been delayed. For years, Eskom
has failed to install flue gas desulphurisation
(FGD) technology, commonly known as air
scrubbers which scrub the fumes from the
station of some of the sulphur dioxide (SO2)
that
is
emitted.

Source : https://www.news24.com/ - 03/03/2020
(Lien article)

 Open dialogue leads to better climate infrastructure planning in Harare, Zimbabwe
Three years ago, the main
water treatment plant for
the Zimbabwean capital,
Harare,
received
an
injection of funding for a
much-needed upgrade, as part of a ‘rapid
results’ approach by national government.
But if national government officials had sat

down with Harare City Council engineers,
who are more directly involved in the day-today operations of water delivery to city
residents and industries, they would have
found that it might have been better to first
invest in upgrading the bulk-water pipe
infrastructure before repairing the treatment
plant
itself.

Source : https://futureclimateafrica.org/ - 03/03/2020
(Lien article)
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 Report Warns of Climate Change Induced Global Security Risks
The report assesses the
security implications of two
future warming scenarios:
near term, 1-2°C; and
medium-long term, 2-4°C. It concludes that

even at low-warming scenarios, every region
will face severe security risks over the next
three decades, while higher-warming levels
could lead to catastrophic, and likely
irreversible, global security risks during the
21st
century.

Source : https://sdg.iisd.org/ - 03/03/2020
(Lien article)

 The Congo rainforest is losing ability to absorb carbon dioxide. That’s bad for climate
change.
Scientists have determined
that trees in the Congo
Basin of central Africa are
losing their capacity to
absorb carbon dioxide, raising alarms about
the health of the world’s second-largest
contiguous rainforest and its ability to store

greenhouse gases linked to climate change.
A study published Wednesday in the journal
Nature found that some sites in the Congo
Basin showed signs of weakened carbon
uptake as early as 2010, suggesting that the
decline in Africa may have been underway
for a decade.

Source : https://www.washingtonpost.com/ - 04/03/2020
(Lien article)

 Scientists turn to tech to prevent second wave of locusts in east Africa
Researchers
use
supercomputer to predict
potential breeding areas as
food security fears grow.
Scientists monitoring the movements of the
worst locust outbreak in Kenya in 70 years
are hopeful that a new tracking programme

they will be able to prevent a second surge of
the crop-ravaging insects. The UN has
described the locust outbreak in the Horn of
Africa, and the widespread breeding of the
insects in Kenya, Ethiopia and Somalia that
has followed, as “extremely alarming”.

Source : https://www.theguardian.com/ - 04/03/2020
(Lien article)
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 Tropical carbon sinks are saturating at different times on different continents
A
survey
of
tree
establishment, growth and
mortality shows that the
rate at which Amazonian
tropical forests take up
carbon dioxide has slowed since the 1990s,
whereas signs of a potential slowdown in

Africa appeared only in 2010. The total area
of the world that is covered by tropical forest
is declining because of deforestation, land
degradation and fires — a trend that has
increased over the past few years. At the
same time, human-induced climate change is
altering the functioning of tropical forests.

Source : https://www.nature.com/ - 04/03/2020
(Lien article)

 Climate change in Africa: Tropical forests losing ability to absorb CO2
Ivorian President Alassane
Ouattara says he will not
be running for a third term,
putting an end to months of
speculation - we bring you reactions. Also, a
landmark study just released finds tropical

forests around the world, including in Africa,
are losing their ability to absorb carbon
dioxide - including forests that are not
exposed to human activity like deforestation.
And we see how closing down one mine in
Sierra Leone has left nearby residents
scrambling
to
make
a
living.

Source : https://www.france24.com/ - 05/03/2020
(Lien article)

 Climate Crisis Needs Truly Collective Response: UN Climate Chief
UN Climate Change News,
5 March 2020 – In an
address to the mainly young audience at the
College of Europe, Warsaw Campus today,
UN Climate Change Executive

Secretary, Patricia Espinosa, called for a
truly collective response to climate change,
which she described as the main struggle of
the present generation, and a struggle that
affects
all
future
generations.

Source : https://unfccc.int/ - 05/03/2020
(Lien article)
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 Analysis shows climate finance not reaching most vulnerable
Funding is intended to help
countries
protect
their
people from the climate
breakdown.
People in
some of the world’s poorest countries are
receiving as little as $1 each a year to help
them cope with the impacts of the climate
crisis, despite rich countries’ promises to
provide assistance. Climate finance is

intended to help developing countries cut
greenhouse gases and protect their people
from
the
consequences
of
climate
breakdown, and forms a core part of the
Paris agreement. Rich countries pledged
more than 10 years ago to provide $100bn
(£77m) a year to the poor by 2020, but it is
not certain that these commitments are being
met.

Source : https://www.theguardian.com/ - 05/03/2020
(Lien article)

 Why don’t we treat the climate crisis with the same urgency as coronavirus ?
No Cobra meetings, no
sombre speeches from No
10, yet the consequences
of runaway global heating
are catastrophic. It is a global emergency
that has already killed on a mass scale and
threatens to send millions more to early
graves. As its effects spread, it could
destabilise entire economies and overwhelm

poorer countries lacking resources and
infrastructure. But this is the climate crisis,
not the coronavirus. Governments are not
assembling emergency national plans and
you’re not getting push notifications
transmitted to your phone breathlessly
alerting you to dramatic twists and
developments from South Korea to Italy.

Source : https://www.theguardian.com/ - 05/03/2020
(Lien article)

 Africa Climate Week in Kampala Postponed
Bonn, 6 March 2020 The
UN
Climate
Change secretariat, in
close collaboration with all the other
organizing partners, has decided to put
Africa Climate Week in Kampala on hold.
This is to ensure the health and safety of all

participants in light of the Coronavirus
(COVID-19). The meeting, which was
planned to take place 20 to 24 April 2020, is
only postponed and not canceled, and will
take place at a later time that has yet to be
determined.

Source : https://unfccc.int/ - 06/03/2020
(Lien article)
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 Climate researchers from Africa and the UK discuss African climate model evaluation at
LaunchPAD workshop
From 24 – 28 February
LaunchPAD held its first
workshop in Cape Town,
South Africa, which brought
together climate researchers from the
University of Oxford, University of Yaounde I,
University of Nairobi, University of Cape
Town, Kwame Nkrumah University of
Science and Technology, and the Met Office.

The workshop provided an opportunity for
LaunchPAD researchers to meet in-person,
share their progress, and exchange feedback
and ideas. It also allowed them to identify
potential challenges and solutions for
diagnostic development, discuss model
evaluation focussed on Africa, and to plan
the next steps for LaunchPAD.
.

Source : https://futureclimateafrica.org/ - 06/03/2020
(Lien article)

 USAID announces an additional $10 million in humanitarian assistance to control locusts
in East Africa
The U.S. Government,
through the U.S. Agency
for
International
Development (USAID), is
providing an additional $10
million in humanitarian assistance to support
regional operations to control desert locusts
in the Federal Democratic Republic of

Ethiopia, the Republic of Kenya, and the
Federal
Republic
of
Somalia.
This
announcement brings the U.S. Government's
humanitarian response to the infestation of
locusts to a total of $19 million. By helping to
reduce the size of the swarms, this aid is
expected to have a positive impact on
affected communities throughout the Horn of
Africa.

Source : https://www.usaid.gov/ - 06/03/2020
(Lien article)

© 2020 ATLANTIS-CENTER, All rights reserved - CONFIDENTIAL

8

